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Gibson Guitars CEO Calls Out The Government For
'Regulating Business Through Criminal Law' [Updated]

from the violating-obscure-statutes?-that's-a-paddlin’ dept

Update: Of course, just about the time we posted this, the news came out that Gibson has
decided to settle, though it still mainstains it did nothing wrong. It got off by having to pay
5350,000 and by forfeiting the confiscated wood, which it notes is much less onerous than fighting
this through. So this story is now done, but the original post below still highlights the ridicwlous
situations that Gibson was put in, and which many others could easily end up in.

It's been close to a year since the Justice Department raided Gibson Guitars for using “illegal
wood” on the fingerboards. You'd think something like "illegal wood” wouldn't require the use of
the term “raid,” or the services of 30 agents with guns and bulletproof vests, but hey, welcome to
America. The raid was authorized under the Lacey Act, an act whose original use was to curb
poaching of illegal species, but soon spread (as these things do) to cover the importing other
wildlife and plants.

The fun thing about the law is that staying in compliance requires knowing not only the particular
details of over 200 other countries’ laws, but also a bit of mind-reading in order to suss out how
the federal government will interpret each one of these laws. Put it all together and you've got
Gibson's situation, which is detailed in a post for the Wall Street Journal (gated) but also
helpfully detailed at Cato's new National Police Misconduct Reporting Project. The first
indication that this raid was a complete abortion of justice is the fact that the wood Gibson used
had made it into the country without being seized:

The fingerboards of our guitars are made with wood that is imported from India. The
wood seized during the Aug. 24 raid, however, was from a Forest Stewardship
Council-certified supplier, meaning the wood complies with F5C's rules requiring that
it be harvested legally and in compliance with traditional and civil rights, among
other protections. Indian authorities have provided sworn statements approving the
shipment, and U.S. Custom allowed the shipment to pass through America’s border
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Earth's CO2 Home Page

CLICK HERE for daily CO2Now data updates.

395.93.

Atmospheric CO. for October 2014

Preliminary monthly average as of November 5, 2014
(Mauna Loa Observatory: NOAA-ESRL)

NOTE: On May 10, 2013, NOAA & Seripps first reported daily averages that temporarily reached 400 ppm.
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Global Temperature and Carbon Dioxide
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Carbon Dioxide (ppm)
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Kilimanjaro, Africa

A view of Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa, in 1870 on the left, and the same view in 2000 on the right.

Photos by Brimo Mersserdl and Lonnie Thompson. © Parsmownt Classics. Al nghiz resensed.




Patagonia, Argenting

A view of Patagonia, Argentina in 1928 on the left, and the same view in 2004 on the right.

Photos by Greenpeace. & Paramount Classics. All nghiz resensed.
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Greenland Ice Melting (in red) 1992, 2002, 2005

Source: ACIA, 2004 and CIRES, 2005
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Scenarios for GHG emissions from 2000 to 2100 in the
absence of additional climate policies
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Atmosphere-Ocean General Circulation Model projections of surface warming
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Potential Impact of Rise in Sea Level on Bangladesh

Today
Total population: 112 Million
"\l = Total land area; 134,000 km®

1.5 m - Impact
Total population affected: 17 Million (15%)
Total land area affected: 22,000 km” (16%)

Arendal '_::

Source: UNEP/GRID Geneva, University of Dacca, JRO Munich, The World Bank and
World Resources Institute
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